
VEGETABLES
Asparagus: The growing regions seen a cold front that has slowed 
down production and crossings. Look for the market to stay high 
for another week. Once the weather turns around the growing 
region should be in peak supply.

Broccoli: Broccoli 14’s will remain steady and crowns will in-
crease for next week. Supply is tight. However, there has been sev-
eral days of rain in the past two weeks and colder temperatures 
that may affect quality and fill rates as we load later in the week.  
Recommended to promote!

Cabbage: We are currently loading product in Texas. Volume is 
stable, and markets are projected to rise as St. Patrick’s Day 
approaches.

Cauliflower: Cauliflower market will decrease for next week. The 
cold weather has affected the growth rate and cauliflower is not 
sizing up any more. The region has also experienced a lot of rain 
over the last two weeks. Prorates are very heavy at loading and we 
will be loading non-contract label to cover. Recommended to not 

promote for the next three to four weeks.

Celery: Sleeved celery and celery hearts will increase slightly for 
next week. Supply is tight, and we are being held to averages at 
loading. The cooler weather is slowing the growth of celery and 
the rain is limiting harvest time. Recommended not to promote.

Cooking Greens: We are now loading in Texas. Volume has im-
proved, and markets have declined.

Corn: Florida is producing good quality with good availability. 
We expect the Florida spring program to be announced in early 
March. Market price has recently dropped. Great time to promote!

Cucumbers: We are now loading in Nogales, Arizona. Quality has 
been excellent! Volume is down, and markets are up slightly.

Green Beans: Markets are low and stable, with great quality and 
availability.

Green Bell Peppers: We are currently loading in Nogales. Quality 
is good. Markets are seeing a strong increase as supplies are now 
limited with cooler weather effecting plant production.

Green Onions: Green onion market price will decrease for next 
week. Supply is tight right now. We are seeing some quality issues 
due to rain in Mexico. Recommended to not promote.
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Green/Red Leaf Lettuce: Green leaf and red leaf market will 
increase for next week. Quality may suffer as we are being warned 
from all vendors that there may be signs of epidermal peeling 
from the colder temperatures on all leaf items.  Recommended to 
promote!  

Hard Squash: We are now loading in Nogales, Arizona. Quality is 
excellent. Markets are stable. 

Iceberg Lettuce:  Iceberg market will decrease for next week. 
Quality is fair right now as we are seeing signs of epidermal peel 
upon arrival in efforts to procure a better head of lettuce we have 
switched to 30ct and quality has been much better at receiving.  
lettuce is also very tight in this high dollar market and we are 
being held to averages at loading. Recommended to not promote!

Onions: The onion market has seen minimal change in the last 
couple of weeks. White onions remain very expensive, with limited 
shipments coming from growers in Mexico. Demand has been 
moderate with ample supplies from growers in the Pacific North-
west. Pricing on red and yellow onions remains steady. With the 
uncertainty of inbound supplies from Mexico, combined with the 
dwindling quality of onions from eastern growing regions, growers 
are projecting a strong market throughout the spring.
 

POTATOES: 
Russets: All storage facilities and shipping regions west of the 
Mississippi River, are feeling comfortable with the amount of rus-
set potato supplies available for the remainder of their shipping 
season. Shortages can still be expected east of the Mississippi 
River. These areas include Wisconsin, Michigan, Maine and most 
of Canada. In addition to these shortages, increased FOB pricing 
is expected. Due to increasing quality issues with the WI russet 
crop, we’ve moved to local russets for all branches. Quality has 
been good all season from NE.

Russets (Idaho): The Idaho potato market is steady as we roll 
through Potato Lovers Month. Quality has been good. Most expect 
the market to firm up the beginning of March as more russet 
suppliers east of the Mississippi struggle.

Reds: While suppliers in WI are finishing up, growers in North 
Dakota are shipping high quality red potatoes and are expected 
to have red potato supplies through May and possibly June.
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We’re planning to bring in the first Florida new crop B’s next week.

Golds: The majority of yellow potato volume will be coming from 
growers in Colorado, Idaho and North Dakota. New crop yellow 
potatoes will soon be available from growers in Florida but at a 
much higher price. Most of that new crop will remain in the south-
east.

Red, Yellow, Orange Peppers: We are currently loading Mexican 
product. Markets are projected to continue climbing.

Romaine Lettuce: 12/3 romaine heart will remain steady and 24ct 
romaine market will decrease slightly for next week. Supply is tight 
right now. We are being warned from all vendors that there may be 
signs of epidermal peeling from the colder temperatures on all leaf 
items. Recommended to promote!

Snap/Sugar Peas: Excellent quality on both. Snow pea market is 
very active, with prices escalating.

Sweet Mini Peppers: Supplies are currently good, but growing 
regions have experienced cool weather which is projected to slow 
supply.

Sweet Potatoes: We are sourcing quality sweets out of Louisiana 
/ Mississippi and while pricing has pushed up, sweets remain an 
item you can promote with confidence.

Variety Peppers: The market has seemed to settle on some of 
these variety peppers. Look for this to continue in the coming 
weeks as the weather cooperates more with growers.

Zucchini and Yellow Squash: We are currently loading in Nogales, 
this is where we are seeing the best quality. Markets are increas-
ing as plant production has slowed do to cool weather in growing 
regions.

VALUE ADDED
DOLE: 
Iceberg: Tighter supply for the next two weeks, but with good 
quality.
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Romaine Lettuce: Tighter supply and good quality.
Red & Green Leaf Lettuce: Good supply and quality on both.
Conventional Spinach: Good supplies and good quality.
Conventional Spring Mix: Good supply and quality.
Butter Lettuce: Better supply, but still tight for the next week or 
two with good quality.

MANNS: 
Conventional Cauliflower: Raw product will be extremely short 
again this week and next due to cold/wet weather in all growing 
regions. We are hoping to fill all Cauliflower Florets/Blends at 
approximately 30% of 6 week averages during this time or until 
supplies get better. 
Organic Cauliflower: Raw product will be completely out this 
week due to quality (insects) issues.  We are hoping to receive 
useable raw material this weekend for packing Monday 3/11.  All 
items that contain Organic Cauliflower will not be packed for the 
remainder of this week.
Broccolini: We will be short for the next 2 weeks.  We are hoping 
to fill to 100% of 6 week averages during this time frame.

EARTHBOUND FARM: 
Mixed Lettuces: All Leaf Items are forecasted to remain ad bud-
get for the next 2 weeks.
Romaine Hearts: Less than budgeted volumes are anticipated for 
the next 2 – 3 weeks. Market demand is up. Transition not a solid 
date but either the 16th or the 23rd.

FRUIT
Apples: Local Macintosh are done for the season. Braeburns will 
be promotable for the next month as we are seeing some aggres-
sive pricing available.  We are starting to see a slight rise in bag 

pricing, which is pretty normal for this time of the year. 
Avocados: Markets are stable. Availability is good with steady 
supply projected.

Blackberries: Conventional blackberry supply should remain 
good for the coming week. Market price should slightly increase 
as there is heightened demand due to the current strawberry 
situation. Thereafter, warm weather on the horizon is expected to 
offset the original down-trend projection and should keep supply 
good. Organics should remain in good supply with market price 
decreasing for next week.

Blueberries: Conventional blueberry supply should remain steady 
for the coming week. Chilean import volume continues to decline 
whereas central Mexico, Baja Mexico and California are expected 
to uptrend week over week. Florida should become more relevant 
with supply over the next couple of weeks. The conventional 
market should hold steady. Thereafter, markets are expected to 
increase as Chilean imports come to an end and the industry 
transitions to smaller pack sizes on USA/MEX fruit. At this time, 
we expect to transition from 12/1pints to 12/6oz for the week 
beginning 3/17. Organic supply remains good and market price 
should slightly increase for next week.

Cantaloupe:  New Guatemalan fields are shipping now. The 
arrivals will be there this weekend and Monday / Tuesday. The 
sizing will be mostly 6 and 9ct. Honduran and Costa Rica will 
have a gap in shipping for a couple weeks. There are some big 
promotions starting this weekend on 9ct at chain stores around 
the country.

CITRUS: 
Navels: New Crop Navels are still peaking small. 72ct and larger 
continue to be tough to come by.
Halos: Halos are now into the new crop tangos, and quality is 
excellent.
Grapefruit: Texas sizing is also peaking small. 32ct and larger 
will be hard to come by, however, look for bagged opportunities.
Sumos: Now available, fruit is peaking on the smaller side.
Sky Valley: Now available. The fruit will be small, and we expect 
bulk oranges to be limited.
Bloods: Are available.

 russdaviswholesale.com • 800.332.7104 • crazyfreshproduce.com 3



Minneolas: Now available.  Fruit is peaking on the smaller side.  
Should have a reasonable amount of 80s, with plenty of bag 
opportunity.

GRAPES: 
Greens: Green Market has remained consistent this week, with 
below average inventories arriving. However, we expect weekly 
supplies to increase for the next 3 to 4 weeks. New varieties do 
not have adequate volume yet. So customers are compromising 
and buying Thompsons and Sugarones. Storage Thompsons will 
play a big market role in the current season.
Mexican grape areas had adverse weather patterns which proba-
bly delay arrivals if not less production
Reds: Flame season for all intent purposes is complete; custom-
ers are now awaiting arrivals of Crimsons and new varieties. Pric-
ing for Perlon varieties are on par with Flames as again invento-
ries in the USA were dramatically lower than last year. Demand on 
reds still in the XL and Jumbo code. However, this season due to 
the absence of high inventories on red grapes – customers have 
been requesting large codes and extra large codes. Proprietary 
varieties are seeing higher end pricing

Honeydew: Volume should pickup this week with BIG fruit. Many 
more 4 and 5ct will be available and 8ct will be selling at a 
premium. No dramatic changes in prices that I see.

Kiwi: Great supply – Green product from Greece, Italy and CA
Good quality. California Gold Kiwi now available – Excellent 
quality!

Limes: Lime markets are becoming unstable, and we will see 
pricing start to rise.

 
Mangoes: Supplies are a bit sparse for the next two weeks as the 
season winds down. Mostly 7/8ct available. Limited amounts of 
small fruit. The quality has still been very good. Guatemalan and 
Nicaraguan Tommy Atkins should start up mid-March. There will 
be a bit of a gap. Many shippers of Peru are sold through, so we 
are seeing a stronger market as Mexico does not have a lot of fruit 
ready.

Pears: Washington is done with Bartlett pears. We are now into 

new crop Argentina this weekend. Red pears, bosc pears, and 
anjous will all continue to be available from Washington. 

Pineapple: Supplies will steady for the foreseeable future.

Raspberries: Conventional raspberry supply should hold steady 
for next week, but market price should slightly increase due to 
heightened demand from the current strawberry situation. There-
after, markets are expected to hold relatively steady. Warm weath-
er on the horizon in central Mexico is expected to increase volume 
but should likely be offset by decreased volume out of California 
due to cooler weather and recent/forecasted rain events. Organics 
remain very tight due to limited growing regions for this time of 
year and fair-to-good overall demand. Market price on organics 
should hold high and steady for next week. Alternative labels may 
be necessary to fill organic orders.

Strawberries: Conventional strawberry supply is expected to sig-
nificantly downtrend in to next week. Florida and Central Mexico 
are the two main regions currently harvesting strawberries. Flori-
da is in their final one to two weeks of harvest before ending their 
season. Florida has experienced recent rainfall and high tem-
peratures, causing higher-than-normal bruising and accelerated 
breakdown. Central Mexico has also experienced high tempera-
tures, causing higher-than-normal bruising and generally softer 
fruit. Under normal/ideal circumstances, we would have already 
transitioned to loading new-crop strawberries out of California. 
However, California has been experiencing cool temperatures and 
frequent rainfall for the last several weeks. Additionally, rain is 
currently being forecasted for 10 of the next 14 days in California 
growing regions. As a result, growth has slowed considerably and 
has delayed the onset of any significant volume increases out of 
California by one-to-two weeks. Therefore, the only available op-
tion is to continue with Florida/Central Mexico until California can 
dry out and commence production. Because of higher field-cull 
rates due to the quality issues mentioned above, we expect signif-
icant pro-rates for loading the balance of this week. In addition, 
the fruit that we do load is expected to have a higher-than-normal 
amount of bruising. Fruit out of Central Mexico is also expected 
to be smaller-than-normal in size. Conventional market price will 
increase for next week. Organic supply will be much lighter due to 
the same factors mentioned above. Market should hold steady for 
the time being, but may begin to increase by the middle of next 
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week if conventional demand shifts to organic to help cover sales.

TOMATOES: 
Roma: Markets are increasing. Roma availability has been im-
pacted by cooler weather. Quality is very good.
Grape/Cherry: We are currently loading in Florida and Mexico. 
Markets are slightly increasing. Supply is good
On the Vine: We are currently loading Mexican and USA grown 
product. Markets continue to decline. Promotable volume is now 
available!
Beefsteak: We are currently loading Mexican grown product. 
Volume is good and markets low. It’s a good time to promote.

WATERMELON: 
Watermelon supply chain is improving. Overall quality and color 
are improving. Brix (sugar levels) are improving. Market prices are 
declining as product becomes more available.
Mini Seedless: Markets are stable. Product quality has been very 
nice with good availability.

ORGANIC
New Items: 
Up Next: Gold Nugget Mandarin in March

Organic Bell Peppers: Supplies of peppers coming out of Mexico 
has slowed down due to cooler weather. Markets are higher and 
active.

Organic Blueberries: Plenty of organic blueberries coming out of 
Chile, talk to your sales rep if you need to set up any promos for 
the rest of the month.

Organic Broccoli: Broccoli is going to be very limited through 
next week, with supplies getting better in the next three weeks.  
Growing region: Imperial Valley and Yuma.

Organic Cauliflower: Cold weather has really hindered cauliflower 
production. Thing will start looking better over the next two weeks.  
However, supplies will be limited towards the later part of March 
once they transition out of the desert. Sizing will be between 12 
and 16ct to fill orders. Growing region: Imperial Valley and Yuma.

Organic Celery: Celery has ramped back up to normal supply.  
Demand is still high, so market price is up. Growing region: 
Mexico.

Organic Citrus: We have lots and lots of organic specialty citrus.  
Bag and bulk mandarins, blood oranges, TDE mandarins, heir-
loom navel oranges, kumquats, blood oranges, cara cara navels, 
meyer lemons, and mango oranges. Lemonade lemons and 
minneolas are done for the season.

Organic Grapes: Organic seedless grapes are done for the sea-
son, until Mexico starts up in May.

Organic Mangoes: We have Peruvian fair trade kent mangoes.

Organic Pomegranates: California is done with bulk pome-
granates for the season, so we will be out until next fall. Import 
pomegranate arils are here.

Organic Red Potatoes: Hugh’s Garden has a much larger than 
expected harvest and would like to set up some specials. Talk to 
me or your sales rep and lets get something going.

Organic Romaine: All organic romaine items are back, with bulk 
romaine harvested Coachella/Imperial, CA.

Organic Strawberries: We have a steady supply of Mexican straw-
berries from EBF.

Organic Turnips: Done for the season until next fall.
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